•     iV'Y" i "'J "'*f"J
rmillwl (to my pool1 judgment) tmywhoro before or since,—nor worth rivalling, if wn know it well.'
Another fine circmnstnnce is, that Voltaire has frequent leave of absence ; and in client passes a great deal of his time altogether by himself, or in his own way otherwise. What with I'Viedrieh's lleviow Journeys and Business Circuits, considerable separations do occur of themselves; and at any time, Voltaire has but to plead illness, which he often docs, with ground and without, and get away for weeks, safe into the distance more or less remote. Ho is at the Marquisat (as we laboriously make out) ; iik Berlin, in the empty Palace, perhaps in Lodgings of his own (though one would prefer the gTiilix method); nursing bis maladies, which are many; writing his Ltnns Qitutorxe \ ' lonely altogether, your Majesty, and siul of humour,'—yet giving bis cosy little dinners, and running out, pretty often, if well invited, into the brilliancies and gaieties. No want of brilliant social life here, which can whine, more or less, and appreciate one's shining. The King's SuppiM'-partk'N—Yes, and these, though the brightest, are not the only bright things in our Potsdam-Berlin world. Take with you, reader, one or two of the then and there Chief Figures; Voltaire'« fellow-players; strutting and fretting their hour on that Stage of Life. They are mostly not quite strangers to you.
Wit know the sublime Perpetual President in his red wig, and sublime Hupremacy of Pure Science. A gloomy set figure; aflk'ting the sententious, the emphatic and a composed impregnability,-- like, the Jove of Science. With immensities of gloomy vanity, not compressible at all times. J'Yii'drich always strove to honour his Perpetual President, ami duly adore the Pure Sciences in him ; but inwardly could not i(iiilo manage it, though outwardly he failed in nothing. Impartial witnesses confess, the King had a great deal of trouble with his gloomings and him. 'Who is this Voltaire?' gloomily thinks the Perpetual President to himself. 'A fellow with a nimble tongue, that is all. Knows nothing